
CATCH LIMITS 

Barromundi -no closed season for lake Awoonga bur seasonal limits a pply: 

Season 

Size limit 

Possession Limit 

Other Rules 

Sea Muller 
Mangrove Jock 
Other fish 

Ca tch Records 

Open 1st Feb - 31 Oct Closed 1st Nov - 31st Jon 

58cm min / 1 20cm max 58an minimum 

Five (one of which can be 
greater than 1 20cm} 

One which con be 
greater than 120cm 

Only one con be 
over 120cm 

No special tagging 

required 

Minimum 30cm / no maximum / bog limit of 20 
Minimum 35an / no maximum / bog limit of 5 
DAFF fishing regulations govern capture of other 
species 

Borromundi 
Mangrove Jack 

Sea Mullet 

36.1 kg (136<:m approx) 
4.5kg approx (61an) 
4kg (80cm opprox) 

(OIHCOiconftr Mangrove Jack 
Lutjonusor~tU'110<ulalus 

Saratoga 
Xkropagt$ kKhatdtl 

Sea Mullet 
Mugtlcfphabs 

FISH SPECIES @ LAKE AWOONGA 

Agosslz"sGioss Perch 
8c:rodectGM!er 
8orrom.ndi 
8any8reom 
E!X!emRoirbowfistl 
& hoilcotfistl 

#Ptestf'llinlowlll.llllbets 

fly.spected Hord)"Mod 
FoMo~Colfistl 

""""~ Hyrtl"s Tondan # 
long-finned Eel ,...,"' 

Mongrov.Jock# 

""""­Sotot09!1 # 

""""""' Silver Perch# 
SIHpyCod # 

Soob-mseGorfrsh 
Sooty GMI!er # 
SpmgledPerch 
Yelbwbtl y# 

Accommodation 
lake Awoongo Caravan Pork 

Boating and Leisure Hire 
Austra lia by Sea plane 
lake Awoonga Sooting 

(07) 4975 0 155 

(07) 4972 1940 

& leisure Hire 0457 929 889 or 04 13 148 476 

Club/Groups 
Gladstone 8owhunters www.gladstonebowhunters.com.ou 
Gladstone Ski and Barefoot Club 04 11 271 212 
Port Curlis Scout G roup 

Fishing Charters 
Jamie Bein 

0407 784 522 

lake Awoongo Guided fishing Tours 

0407 434 446 
0429 723 757 

Tourism Information 
GAPDl G ladstone Information Centre (07) 4972 9000 

Gladstone Area Water Board 
147 Goondoon Street 
PO Box 466 
GLADSTONE QLD 4680 

Ph, 07 4976 3000 
Fa" 07 4972 5632 
Email: gowb@ga wb.qld .gov.ou 

www.gawb.qlcl.gov.au 

Lake Awoonga Rangers 

Mob: 0419661482 

FISHING AND BOATING 
fish stocking of l ake Awoonga bega n in the- early 19 80s, and was carried out 
by local stocking groups and under the former Queensland Department of 
Primary Industries (DPI) Recreational fishery Enhancement Program. Restocking 

at this time saw almost 2 50,0 00 f ingerlings (baby f ish) released into l ake 
Awoonga. 

Because this stocking effort met with limited success, in 1991 G ladstone Area 

Water Boord (GAWB) commissioned consultants to survey the lake, and to make 
rec:ommendations on future stocking. The consultant's report concluded that 
stocked species were not a significant component of the fishery and highlighted 
the Iorge number of predators present, which presumably were red ucing 
survival rates. The recommendations f rom this were that borramund i be stocked 
as the p rincipal species due to its rapid growth, high survival potentia l and 
competitive nature. After consultation with the Deportment of Agriculture, 
fisheries and f orestry (DAf f ), the d ecision was made to establish a hatchery to 

supply the Iorge number, and genetic strain, of f ingerlings required. In 1996, 
the first barramuOOi were relea sed into lake Awoongo. 

GAWB (supported by the Gladstone Ports Corpo ration limited) operates a 
modern marine f ish hatchery for the purpose o f supplying fingerlings to restock 
l ake Awoonga , G ladstone's p rincipal water stora ge. The hatchery is one of the 
largest breeders of borromundi f ingerlings in Queensland. It a lso breeds 
mangrove jack and sea mullet. Over 4,140,0 00 barramund i, 526,000 sea 
mullet and 70,000 mangrove jock f ingerlings hove been re leased into l ake 

Awoongo . 

FISH STOCKS 
Approximately 400,000 fish ore released each year including 300,000 
borramundi, and some sea mullet and mang rove jock. By March 2015 a total of 
over 5 million fish hod been released into l a ke Awoongo including 4.14 million 
borramundi, 562,700 sea mullet and 70,600 mangrove jock. These fish were 
bred ot GAWB"s f ish Hatchery facility. 

BE AWARE OF HAZARDS! 
At f ull supply level of 40m above sea level, t he tota l ca pacity o f lake Awoongo 
is 777,000 meg alitres. Because of f luctuating water levels, boor users of the 
lake should be awa re that submerged hazard s exist. The waters of l ake 
Awoongo ore controlled by Queensland Booting and f isheries Patrol and 
Queensland Water Police under the T ronsport Operations (Mo rine Safety) Act 
199 4, enforced to prevent potentially dangerous activities. The onus for safety 
is on the owner and master of o vessel. 

Mops of the Joke ore available f rom the lake Awoongo Caravan Pork o r l ake 

Awoongo Booting & l eisure Hire. 



LOCAL WILDLIFE 
lake Awoongo and the surrounding land provide natural habitat for a 

wondrous array of pla nts, a nimals a nd birds. Whip tail and prelfy-foce 

wallabies can be easily found throughout the recreation area. You may 
a lso encoonter skinks, frogs, turtles, plotypos, possums, echidnas, 
butterflies, bats, koala, gedcos and a multitude o f insects and plant life. 

The Yellow-Bellied Glider and the Grey-Headed Flying Fox can be 
found in the reg ion and ore both listed as vulnerable. 

l a ke Awoonga is arguably one of the most importa nt near-coast b ird 
refvges on the east coast of Australia, with over 220 species, or more 
them 27% of Austrolio's bird species fovnd in the region. 

The Southern Squatter Pigeon is listed as vulneroble and the Red 
Goshawk is listed as endangered, while o further 27 spe<ies ore listed 
oo internotional migratory conservation agreement lists. 

Further flora and fauna information can be found on the GAWB website 
at www.gawb.qld.gov.au. 

SURVEYS OF FLORA AND FAUNA 
Both the lake and the entire length of the Boyne River have been 
extensively surveyed. Numbers of microinvertebrates and other water 
dwelling creatures found in surveys are consistent w ith a 

healthy l(lke and downstream volley. 

FAUNA REFUGE 
Feathere-d, furry or scaled, lake 
Awoonga is home to a thriving array 
of native animals, several of which 

ore of conserva tion significance. 

The lake and surrounding lands 

provide habitat for plants and 
animals i n and adjacent to the dear, 
fresh waters created by Awoonga 
Dam. The p lants in the water and on 
river bonk$ maintain o wondrous array of 
small a nima ls (insects, beetles, worms, 
shellfish, bugs, shrimps, etc) which support 
the fish, eels, turtles, platypus and birds. 

FLORA REFUGE 
More than 41 5 plant varieties ploy a vital role in the health of the lake 
Awoonga region. Ranging from vine thickets and rainforests to tall woodlands 
and grassy woodlands, they include over 45 confirmed species of aquatic 
plants such as ribbon weed, hornwort and sedges found in the shallow water 

Aquatic plants have an important function in that they provide food and cover 

for animals, stabilise the river bottom against erosion and recycle nutr ients. 

Several plants of conservation significance exist in the Awoonga region 

in<luding Grevilleo VerKJsta and Cycos Megocorpa which are listed as 
endangered, while the Oiconthium Setosum is listed as vvlneroble. 

There are a number of de<lared alien plants and environmental weeds 
proliferation throughout the river system and the catchment including parthe­
nium, salvinia, cot's dow creeper, lantana, oleander and rubbervine. A weed 
and pest animal management plan has been developed to supplement the 
annual weed control programme. 

Some plant identification name togs can be found at the lake Awoonga 
Recreation Area relating to the common and scientific nome of trees and 
shrubs for interested visitors. GAWB has continved to corry out o vegetation 
regeneration programme in order to replace remnant endangered regional 
ecosystems impacted by the lake. 

BIRD SPECIES @ LAKE AWOONGA 

Apottl•blrd 
Avttrolotlot~Gr•b<t 

A ... wolotlot~orlko• 

Wirog•dSiw>v•lltr 
A"'woliot~8rvthlvrk•y 
Avttrotiot~B..,IIord 

Avttroliot~Oort•r 

AvttrolionGr•yT-1 
AvtlrolionHobby or 
Uttl•fokol'l 
_.,..,,,,ollon K"'g·Porrol 
A,I,Otlro!ion Mogpl• 
Avttro!ionOwlt>t 
Night]o r 
Avtlrotlot~P•IicoA 

AvttrolioAPro tinc:ol• 
AvttrolionRo..-.., 
Avttroliot~Whir• lbis 
_.,..,,troliot~Woodor 

Mo-dOvck 
Ar."'r•Kit~gfishtr 

8orklt~g0w1 
&om Owl 
8or·""ould•r•d Do..-• 
8or-toil•d Godwil + 
81ock8ilt•rA 
81ockfokon 
Block Kit• 
81ockSwot1 
81ock·chin,.d 

Hon•y-t•r 
Slock·foctd 
Cvckoo· Shrik• 
Slock·foc•dMOflorch 

81ock·foc•d 
Woodtwoltow 
81ock.frot~t•d Don tf"•l 
81ock·l'ltck.d Stork or 
Sobit"v 
81ock·shovld•r•dKil• 
81ock·toil•d Godwit + 
81ock·wlAg•dStilt 
81..,•·foc.d 
HOfl•y-t•r 
&1..,•·Wif19.d 
Kookob..,..ro 
8rohmiAy Kh• 
Brolgo 
8rOWAC...ckoo·Oo..-• 
8rowAfolcOtl 
8rowAGothowk 
Srown Hon•,-.ot•r 
Sro,..AQIIOil 
8ro,..AThornbiU 
8r ... thCvdcoo 

SvthH•" linl•tlockCO!'moront 
SvthStOfl•·cvrl- Unl• t ... Hotl Qvo>l 
Cotplot~T•rt~-+ Uni• Eogl• 
Cottl•fgr•t+ l ini• Egr•t 
Ctto~~ntl·bl~•d Cvckoo l inl• f rlorblrd 
Ch•IIIWiftol l itt!.Gronblrd 
Ch.IIO'IVI·b•-•t•d Uttl•lorik••t 
MoAnilcit~or Munio litrl• PitdCormo.-otll 
Cic:odobird lilll• o r Rvf0\/1 
ClomorO\It Shrike-thrush 
R••d·worbl•r+ Uttl•l•rt~ -+ 

Cockoti•l Mogpi•GooM 
Cotlor.d SporrowtK!wk Mogpl•·lorlc 
CO!I'Ib·c••sttd SocoAO Motthor &oilloA'• 
orlotvtSird Croke 
CO!I'Imol'l Sronuwlng Motk• d lopwlt~g 
Commot~Gr••l'lth.oAic Mlttl• ro.bird 

NoAk .. AorA..,ttro1ion 
Commot~Ko.l K•m•l 
Commot~Myt~oh NoAk• •n Nigh! H•ron 
Commot~Storlif\9 Hohy friorbird 
Cottol'l Pygmy·gooM Nohy Mit~•r 
Cr•tt• dPig•on N ... rm. gMOAI'Iikin 
Ootlorbird ou ..... boc:k•dOr>ot• 
Oomtllic:GooM Osprey+ 
Oovbl•·borr•dfiACh Pocific:8o1o 
O...tkyHon•y-t•r PociUc: Bioc:lr Dvc:k 
o ... , lcyMoorh.., Pocifkor fotl•rl'l 
fost•rAC..,rltw + Gold•n Pto..-tf"+ 
fo1t•rn R••f H•ron PoiAt•dB ... uon·q\1011 
fost•rAWhipblrd Poi•·M odtd Rottllo 
fotttrAV•U-Robln Potnd Cvc:koo 
fmtrold Do~• P•oc:efvi Oo.,.. 

·~ P•r•grintfolcon 
furo!.ionCoot Phto•onl Covc:ol 
folryG•rygon• Pi•d8111chrbird 
FolryMorTil'l Pi•dComoroO'II 
fot~-toil•d Cvckoo Pi•dC ... rrowoO'Ig 
For•IIKiAgfithtr Pl"'med W'hiulif19 Doxk 
forlc-toiltd Swift + Pt ... m.Mod.d fii\Ch 
fYKO\ItHon•y•ot•r Po-rf..,IOwt 
Goloh P~Kpl• SwompMn 
G louy Sloclc Coc:kotoo Roinbowh••ot•r-+ 
Glouy lblt+ Rolnbowlorlk••' 
Gotd.n W'hittl•r Rojoh Sh•ldvck 
Goldtn·h-d•d hdGoshowtc t1 
Cltticolo h d·boc:k•dfolry 
G r•ot Cr•n•d Grtd• Wr•"' 
Gt• ot fgr•t+ bd·COj)p•d Pto ... •r 
G r••,orSovtfottrA hd·lcnt•d 0oH•••1 
f lgblrd hd·f'l4ock•dSIIM+ 
G r•.n Pygmy-goo•• hd-roiltd &lock 
G r•y B ... tchtrbird Cockotoo 
Gr•yfot~toil hd-wirog•dPorrol 
Gr•yShrik•·shrvth R•ttl•nFiycoiCh•r 
Gr•y-c:roW'Md Bobbl•r Ridlord"1or 
Gr•y-toil•d TotTI•r + A"'urolotlot~Pipit 

o ... n.bill•dT•r" RockOo..-•orf•rol 
Hordhtod Dvclc Pig•on 
Hovt• Sporrow Rot•Roblt~ 

IMIIonP•ofowl Ro••·<rowt~.d f«<it 

l t~t•rm•diot•fgrtl o,,., 
Soc:kyWIM•r Royal SpoonbHI 
Lolhom'tSt~tp•+ R"'fout fot~toil+ 
lovghll'lg Koo!o:olwrro Sa<r.dKit~gflthtr 

l-d•t~flycoiChtr SoTit~ f lycotd··• • + 
l•wiA"IH<>Aty•ottr Scofy.br•oll•d 
liHI•Bilftrl'l lorik••t 

+ tided on irlt«notionol migrolory agreement lids 
# tided os ~11lrxroble Ot endangered 

Scorlt>tH-y•ot• r 
Sttorp· toil•d 
Sot~dplp•r + 
Shit~iAg lrontt·Cvc:koo 

Sil..-•rGvll 
Silv•r•y• 
Singit~gor A. ... wolosioA 
a ... shtarlc 
SO\Ith•rA 8oobook + 
Spot~gl•d Orongo 
Sp•doc:l•d MoAorch -+ 
Spoll•u Crok• 
Spott•dPordolot• 
Spotttdloxll•·do.,.. 
Sq..,o••·to11•dKII• 
Soo.rth•rASq ... otr•r 
PigtoA tl 
StrOW•Atck•d lb it 
Striot•dPordolot• 
Srriot•dlhorAbill 
Strip•dHot~•y•ot•r 

Sl\lbbi• Q..,oil 
Svtphi,Ot•cr•utd 
Coclcoroo 
Swomp Horritr 
Towt~y Frogmouth 
Towt~y Gronblrd 
TopkAOI Pig•on 
Torr•tloACrow 
Tr••Mortitl 
VoritdSiH•IIo 
Voritd Trill•r 
Woi\Citrlf\9 Whhllif19 
O~k 

W•dg•· toil•d fogl• 
w •• bm 
W•lcom.Swollow 
Whimbr• l -+ 
WhiJlc•r.dl•rn 
Whit!Ut~gKll• 

Whit•· btlti.d 
C~~ekoo·thrlk• 

Whit•· b•Ui.dSn 
fog!•+ 
Whit•·br•o•ttd 
Woodtwotlow 
Whit•· b•ow•d 
Scr ... b-wrtfl 
Whit•· •or•dMOi'tOf(h 
Whit•·foc•dH•ron 
Whit•·AOptd 
HOtl•y•ot• r 
Whit•·n..:k•dH•rOtl 
Whit•· lhroor•d 
N .. dt•roil-+ 
Whit•·•hroor•d 
Nightjor 
Whit•·throot•d 
Tr•..:r••ptr 
Whit•·,..;Ag•d O.ough 
Wllit•·wlAg•d Trill• r 
W illi• Wagtail 
W¢ot~goPig•ot~ 

Y•llow·bill.d SpOOAbilf 
Y•llow·fa<•d 
Honty•or•r 
Y•llow·r....,..ptd 
Tttornbill 


